




Other Invasive Vines in the Piedmont

• Vinca (Major and Minor)   
• Mile-a-Minute     
• Five-Leaf Akebia     
• Asian Wisteria     
• Japanese Hops     
• Creeping Charlie     
• Chinese Yam     
• Sweet Autumn Clematis   

Five-Leaf Akebia

Tim Maywalt



Identification: Grasses and Forbs

Japanese Stiltgrass                Garlic Mustard

Photos by Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Tim Maywaltextension.psu.edu



88

Stiltgrass thatch after die off – it will 
grow back here in spring

Japanese Stiltgrass

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org extension.psu.edu



Miscanthus (Silvergrass): planted at shopping 
center and naturalizing

Tim Maywalt UMNCFANS



Miscanthus – flowers grow on only one side of the stalk 

iNaturalist Tim Maywalt



Bamboo: Evergreen Grass

Tim Maywalt

wisc.edu

Running bamboo  
spreads laterally by 
rhizomes

biologyeye.com



Clumping Bamboo – Not a Comparable Threat

Bamboo treesbamboo batu



Garlic Mustard

Tim Maywalt



Garlic Mustard – A Biennial Plant

DoorCountyPulse

Steven Katovich, Bugwood.org



First Year 
Garlic Mustard Rosettes

kingcounty.gov

• Allelopathic – roots emit chemicals 
that inhibit other plant growth. 

• Starts growing very early and shades 
out native emergents.

• Rosettes in winter have kidney 
shaped leaves with scalloped edges

• Crushed leaves smell like garlic



First Year Can Be Found in Dispersed Form vs. Rosette

Tim Maywalt



Biennial Plant

First-year plants emerge in December/January

Second-year plants flower in spring 

kingcounty.gov Jim Hurleykingcounty.gov



Richard Gardner, bugwood.org

Lesser Celandine
Emerges in January, blooms within a 
couple weeks and smothers natives 
that try to emerge later

Tim Maywalt

sciencephoto.com



Seeds and reproductive 
structures

Seeds

It reproduces sexually via seed and vegetatively via 
tubers and bulblets. It also has very fine roots.

Bulblets

Fine Roots



Hand pulling is 
ineffective other 
than for very 
small outbreaks – 
its fine roots, tiny 
bulblets and 
tubers break off 
easily and regrow

South Carolina Native Plant Society



Look Alike (mostly found in mountains)

Lesser celandine Marsh marigold

Bigger, duller leaves, fewer petals on flowers, no sepals on underside of flowers

celandine

marigold



Creeping Charlie or Ground Ivy

Ken Spencer, The Virginia Pilot Spreads by stolons=above ground stems



Creeping Charlie
Square stem with opposite leaves along 
stemLeaves are bright green, kidney shaped with round 

toothed margins 

University of MN Extension

Andreas Rockstein CC-BY-SA 2.0

Reproduces by seed and rhizomes -
underground stems that spread 
horizontally 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Resources on PRISM Website

• 17 factsheets on local invasives plants and control 
methods

• Contractor list

• Sources for supplies 

• Various books on native and invasive plants

• VA Department of Conservation and Recreation list 
of invasive plants

• Learn about assistance available from our partners
– Sign up for mailing list to receive “Weed Alerts”

– https://blueridgeprism.org/sign-up-form/ 
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