
 

 
 
 

Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards events and activities during 2023 
 

As of 12/31/23 we had 232 members who have graduated from our training course, paid dues and 

continue to receive our mailings about CATS activities. Of those, Track-it-Forward shows that 122 

members reported 8,474 hours in 2023. 

1.Tree Sales: Both of our spring and fall tree sales in 2023 were held at the VA Department of 

Forestry Campus on Natural Resources Drive, in Charlottesville. In 2023 we sold 966 trees for 

$11,510.00.  Since 2013 we have sold about 5,656 trees to the public that were potted-up and raised in 

our nurseries. 

2. Arbor Day was held on May 3, 2023. The Catalpa tree located near the Skatepark on the east side of 

McIntire Park was celebrated as Charlottesville City’s 2023 Landmark Tree. A good size crowd of 

community members, CATS members, representatives from the Tree Commission and local officials 

admired this magnificent tree that had been recently freed of vines and given a good mulch bed. 

Nearby there are also a number of young and healthy trees that were planted by Charlottesville Parks 

and Recreation several years ago. 

3. The Annual Member Potluck lunch/picnic was held on June 4th at Ivy Creek Natural Area and 

Historic Riverview Farm. Many of the thirty attendees ate outside near the Education Building in fine 

weather.  

 4. Tree Planting: We received and implemented a fourth grant from the VA Trees for Clean Water 

from VDOF to plant 22 sizable trees in Rives Park; volunteers included 30 new CATS trainees from 

our 2023 class. We ended the day with the Training Class picnic. With the VTCW grant funds we also 

planted 14  trees in Darden Towe Park, 1 at the Ronald McDonald house, 7 on the VDOF campus, and 

42 trees and shrubs at the CATS Grove in east McIntire Park.  Also, 8 Replacement trees were planted 

at Chris Greene Lake Park, Mint Springs Valley Park, and on the Route 20 Gateway. The total was just 

short of 100, only 94, plus the 10th and Page and Habitat for Humanity project trees. 

The mini-forest working group is just getting started and will hopefully locate one or more sites for 

planting in 2024. Another project which is in the works, A Tree in Every Child, is in the planning 

stages and searching for a school to work with and a planting site. 

5. Ongoing Tree Plantings in Tenth and Page Neighborhood:  In 2023 funds from grants were 

used to plant 23 trees where our members have coordinated with homeowners. Watering buckets, 

rain gauges and education materials on tree care were shared with the tree’s new owners.  

6. Habitat Trees:   Habitat for Humanity properties allow for small trees in small urban yards and 

were planted by Tree Stewards for the third year in a row.   

 



7. End of Year Annual Meeting: On December 19, 2023, we met in-person at VDOF for our 

annual meeting and holiday potluck lunch. Members enjoyed PowerPoint presentations from 

each committee highlighting the CATS activities of the year, and a large variety of door prizes 

were given out including books, two wood-turned bowls, homemade jam, a handmade scarf and 

the grand prize of tickets to participate in a spring kayak trip down Dragon Run in King and 

Queen County, the state’s most pristine and protected waterway and home of magnificent 

mature Bald Cypress trees.   
 

8. American Chestnut Trees: The newly planted trees were weeded, mulched and watered at 

Pleasant Grove in Fluvanna County near Palmyra.  

 

Accomplishments:  

▪ CATS had a total of 8,474 volunteer activity hours in 2023, valued at $31.80 an hour or almost 

$250,000. We approved 1 individual for Associate membership and we have 232 members. Thirty 

new Tree Steward class members graduated with a record nine students completing 25 volunteer 

hours while attending the classes and before the end of 2023.  

● The Mailchimp for public notices about CATS tree walks, classes and events grew to 

1,420 individuals.  

● Our Facebook page reached CATS members and the general public with 955 followers. 

Demographically speaking, the most common follower is a senior woman living in 

Charlottesville.  

● Our Instagram page has 318 followers and has largely been quiet, needing more input.  

● Our Webpage received an extensive overhaul to make it easier to navigate and the new 

Member Portal was re-designed to make member resources and calendar more accessible 

to members.  

● Our Library was moved into a well-lit back corner of the Geology Library in the VDOF 

building. 

● We had 9 zoom member meetings with presentations on tree related topics and a short 

business activity, 45 members, on average, attended.  

● CATS received $8,733.07 in donations for 2023, with several sizable donations. We also 

were awarded four grants totaling $13,551.70 for tree plantings. 

● 11 Tree Basics classes were offered for the public on zoom, 634 attended, including many 

from out of town.  

● We held 25 in-person tree walks in various local locations including new ones at PVCC, 

Booker T. Washington Park, Walnut Creek Park, and Lesesne State Forest. 18 additional 

tree stewards trained to become walk leaders. We are currently training tree stewards to 

measure mature notable and landmark trees. 

● We continued our extensive pruning schedule working on trees at VDOF, Crozet 

Park, JWP, Berkmar Drive, the Rt. 20 Gateway and the CATS Grove in McIntire Park. 

● At the CATS Tree Nursery, we had potting parties for the tree sales, involving 

volunteers and others who helped maintain the nursery all year. In the fall we sold 480 

trees with115 buyers after setting up the sale in the rain.  

● We removed invasives and mulched tree plantings in 9 locations including schools and 

public parks in Charlottesville City, Albemarle County, Fluvanna County and 

Waynesboro.  
 

 



Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards are well trained, tree loving and hard-working volunteers that  

follow our mission to: 

  

”… support rural and urban forests and to promote knowledge and understanding of the 

value of trees for present and future generations.”  

 

We work in our local parks and public places and in low tree canopy neighborhoods 

      by pruning young trees, happily freeing mature trees from invasive vines and planting trees 

where their eventual canopy will be enjoyed. We strive to educate the public about responsible 

tree care and personal safety while working outdoors. Strong and healthy professional 

relationships with our partner organizations assist us in our commitment to doing this work to 

enhance green spaces. 

 

 
 Submitted by 

 JoAnn D. Dalley 

 President 2023 

 Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards 
 

 


