
 

 
2024 CATS President’s Report 

 
Community service and membership remained strong. Paid membership increased from 106 in 2023 to 150 in 
2024. Total membership was 227 including new, honorary, and professional members who contributed 6773 
hours of service to the community (valued at $34.49/ hr = $233,600). 30 students graduated from this year’s 
annual Tree Steward class, and 11 speakers presented at our monthly members meetings. 
 
Our professional membership grew by 2 arborists, 1 landscape architect, 2 professors emeritus (ecology and 
biochemistry), 2 data/computer scientists, with many other skilled new members.  
 
Michael Fraser submitted a proposal to the UVA School of Data Science for a graduate student Capstone 
Project combining large data sets from satellite imagery, drone LIDAR surveys, and boots-on-the-ground data 
collection that will allow improved natural resource management (partnering with UVA, DOF, city/county, 
other NGOs) and allow the use of AI. This project was approved and has four graduate students and one 
faculty advisor participating, and will complete their project in early Fall. If successful, this project could 
continue next year. 
 
CATS helped found CHIPP (Charlottesville Invasive Plant Partnership), grew partnerships with Project Learning 
Tree, Trees VA, Rivanna Resilience Project, Rivanna Conservation Alliance, and ReLeaf. 
 
We grew our school outreach projects at Red Hill/Murray/Broadus Wood Elementary with a pollinator garden 
and mini-forest planted at Murray (Tree Rangers) and one planned for Charlottesville High School. We will 
offer afterschool programs to other schools next year.  
 
We joined the Center for Nonprofit Excellence which will provide additional resources for our leadership, and 
give us a spot on 29TV. We are working to start a weekly TV Tree Minute PSA to expand our community 
education outreach. 
 
Ongoing community outreach includes Tree Walks, Tree Basics classes, Tree sales, social media posts 
(Facebook and Instagram), tabling at community events, neighborhood education, notable and memorial tree 
programs, and growing library services.  
 
Awards: 
 

• Slogan First Prize to Laura Long for “Trees for people, people for trees” (book) 

• Preservation Piedmont Award to Robin Hanes for The Grove (framed certificate) 

• First Annual Allen Ingling Outstanding Service Award to Kathy Nepote (Bonsai tree) 
 
 
 



Projects summary: 
 

Activity Site Days  Total CATS 
Members 

Volunteers 

Pruning Berkmar Drive  6 41  
 CATS Grove 2 21  
 JWW Parkway 1 9  
 VA DoF 1 15  
 Darden Towe Park  1 8  
 Chris Green Lake 

Park 
1 20  

     
Invasive Control Shenks Greenway 1 13  
 Jackson Burley 2 20  
 Quarry Park 1 6  
 Greenleaf Park 1 9  
     
Tree Care CATS Grove 4 18  
 Darden Towe 3 17 8 UVA staff 
 Ivy Creek 1 7  
 VA DoF 2 18 13 Clark Schol. 
     
Tree Planting Forest Hills Park 1 12 24 Lorax 
 Skate Park/McIntire 1 12 12 Forestry 
 Walnut Creek 1 20 + 25 TS Class  
 Bennetts Village 1 4  
 Broadus School 1 11 7 Parents 
     

 

In addition:     

 10th and Page:  24 trees planted      16 CATS members 

               Kenwood Forest:    Inventory and GPS of Trees on Jefferson Library Site 

                                                        450 trees inventories over 6 days by a total of 20 CATS 

                Botanical Gardens:  Inventory and GPS of trees 

    599 Trees inventories over 4 days by total of 11 CATS 

 Tree Tube Care/Assessment at Azalea Park  

    100 tubes checked over 1 day by 5 CATS 

 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Gregg Korbon, President 2024 


