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Todayos Progr am

How do Trees Help Wildlife?

Where Can | Find Info on VA Native Trees & Shrubs
What Can Trees Give to You?

Let 0s Check Out Some Trees
What are the KINDS of Trees | Can Purchase?
Questions
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Plant Virginia Natives

HOME

WHY PLANT VIRGINIA
NATIVES?

WHAT MAKES A PLANT
A VIRGINIA NATIVE?

REGIONAL NATIVE
PLANT
CAMPAIGNS/GUIDES

WHERE TO GET NATIVE
PLANTS

LEARN MORE ABOUT
PLANTS NATIVE TO
VIRGINIA

INVASIVE (NON-
NATIVE) PLANTS OF
CONCERN IN VIRGINIA

ANIMATED VIDEO -
CHICKADEES,
CATERPILLARS AND
OAKS, OH MY!

LANDSCAPING WITH
VIRGINIA NATIVES

ABOUT PLANT
VIRGINIA NATIVES
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86% OF LAND EAST OF THE
MISSISSIPPI IS PRIVATELY OWNED

This means that considering the ecological impact and value of

our own yards is so important.

EVERY SPACE, NO MATTER HOW
SMALL, MATTERS

There are so many places around our homes, neighborhoods and
towns where we can make simple changes to improve habitat
quality for wildlife, and for the many other benefits we receive of

going native in our landscaping.

Every native plant added makes a difference. Any increase is

good. You can add more native plants over time.

THANK YOU FOR PLANTING VIRGINIA
NATIVES!

PLEDGE TO
PLANT VIRGINIA
NATIVES!
"~ PLANT o
NATIVES
FOR
"L POLLINATORS _
f -
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Virginia Native Plant Society
Conserving Wild Flowers and Wild Places

Virginia Native Plant Soci

About Membership Chapters Natives Events

In the latest

Sempervirens
[

The "Wood Wide Web," rare plants and the endangered
species gap, find lost Butternut trees

Read Now

Conservation

Blog

Resources

Store O\

Sempervirens

The Quartery of the Virginia Native Plant Society

Issue 2 2026

Two stellar proposals draw VNPS grant fundmg

frer careful reviow af eight won-
erful proposals requesting over

£77.869 for 2026 VNPS research
grant funding, twa propasals stood
above the rest. An award for §14.670
was given joanthy to D Rache] Reid
of Virginia Tech and to Dr: Ryan Klopf
from the Virginia Natural Heritage
Pragram far the project “Tnvestigat-
ing the Viegetation and Fire History
of Buffalo Mountain, VA.

A second award for $13,118
was given to Dr Andrea Bernardi
of James Madison University for
the project “Tnvestigating Species
Boundaries Between Fire Pink
(Stlene virginiea) and Wild Pink
{Silene caroliniana)

All proposals were carefully read
and seared by five knowledgealle
reviewers. Each proposal was scored
om its merits of research focus,
fiancial considerations, inclugion af
undergraduate and graduste st-
dents, and projected contribution to
the understanding of Virginia's mative
plants. Although every project was

the VHPS grant bedget is limited sa
woe were only alile o support two af
the propasals. This year we raised
thie fanding level to 330,000 from
S20,000, AL RS inceplion in 20135, 3
fumding Eimit of $10,000 was estab-
lished but raised to $15,000, then
20,000, now up to $30,000.

The ight proposals came from
a mix of institutions, agencies and
non-pralits throughaut the state. Dr
Rachel Reid iz a Research Assistant
Prafessar in the Geoscienoes Depart-
mentat Virginia Tech. D Byan Blopl
is the Mountain Region Supervisor
and Natural Area Scence Manager
B the Virginia Matural Heritage
Program. Their research will facus
an Floyd Couney’s Buffalo Mountain
Matural Area Preserve, one of the £2
Preserves in Virgini, Like all our Mat-
ural Area Preserves, it 5.2 orudial pro-
rectid area with 19 rare plants and 10
different ecological community ypes.
0 of the ecological types is a grass-
land eommunity krwn as a Southern
Bhue Ridge Low-clovation Mafic Bar-

Dr. Byan klopf at Buffalo Moursain NAP
redusced the Commuopnwealth's grass-
land hahitak, This loss spreads across
e spectrwm of Aora and G, or
exarnple 14 of 19 species of grass-
land birds are suffering from signif-
icant decline over the past 64 years
of census data and abowt 50% of all
state and federal listed endangered
and threatened species are prairie,
savanma and for open woodland
species. Buffalo Mountain's open
grasslands (balds/glades) are home
o9 of the 19 rare plants found in
the preserve,

The grasalands an the summit
af Buffale Mountain have been
diclining since at least the 19405 as
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Ebony Spleenwort,
Asplenium platyneuron

January 16,2026 | 00O

By Betsy Washington, Northern
Neck Native Plant Society
Ebony Spleenwort is a
charming small, evergreen fern
that grows in dense tufts with
dark green narrow fronds with
a distinctive, wiry dark reddish
brown shiny main stem (stipe).
In fact, it gets its common
name, Ebony, from this very
distinctive dark shiny stipe. The
narrow fronds...

Read More

Black Gum, Nyssa sylvatica
October 25,2025 | 30D

By Betsy Washington, Northern
Neck Native Plant Society One

Wildflower of the Year
2026: Ghost Pipes
(Monotropa uniflora)

January 25, 2026 | 30O

VNPS offers Ghost Pipes
artwork on T-Shirts and other
apparel. Visit our Online Store
to order. Ghost Pipes are
herbaceous perennial plants
that lack chlorophyll; they
obtain their nutrients via
mycotrophy, i.e., by parasitizing
the fungi present in their roots.
The plants are commonly white
at flowering but, in rare
instances, may be pink or...

Read More
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Flat-branched Tree-
clubmoss,
Dendrolycopododium
obscurum

December 12,2025 | 0D

By Betsy Washington, Northern
Neck Native Plant Society
Common Tree-clubmoss—
often called Princess Pine,
Common Ground-pine, or Flat-
branched Tree-clubmoss—is
appropriately named, as each
plant looks like a miniature
pine tree and a colony
resembles a miniature forest.
Club mosses are ancient plants
and evolved over 400 million
years ago and reproduce by
spores produced in “club-like”...

Read More

American Hornbeam,
Carpinus caroliniana

November 14, 2025 | 1O

By Betsy Washington, Northern
Neck Native Plant Society As
lingering fall leaves drop in
November, the bark and
architecture of American
Hornbeam, the November
Plant of the Month, take center
stage showcasing its winter
beauty. American Hornbeam is
particularly elegant at this time
of year. It is known by many
common names including
Ironwood, American...

Read More
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PDF Version: Free | Print version $10.00

Buy Now
v @ @ 5 ey o 2

Piedmont Native Plants: A Guide for
Landscapes and Gardens

Campaign: Plant Northern Piedmont Natives . _ a
Region: City of Charlottesville and counties of Gl Lt M
Fauquier, Rappahannock, Culpeper, Madison, Orange, PIEDMONT NATIVE PLANTS
Greene, Louisa, Albemarle, Fluvanna, Nelson and a gﬂdb{‘% Lamdacapuns amid gandemn
Buckingham. : 4 7 B
First Published: 2015

Current Edition: 2nd Edition, December 2023; 127 pp.
PDF Version: Free | Print version: $20.00

Buy Now
v @ @ §5 ey w2

$20.00 including shipping (US Only) & tax
PDF Version: Free

Native Plants for Virginia's Southern
Piedmont

Native Plants fo




v @ Habitat for Wildlife | Virginia D' X + $ Ask Gemini o X

< (6 25 https://dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/habitat/ w o

% Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources s

English ¥ @j Find a Commonwealth Resource
An official website of the Commonwealth of Virginia Here’s how you know v

s

T WILDLIFE&HABITAT HUNTING FISHING BOATING VIEWING CONSERVATION POLICE ABOUT Q RESTORE THE WILD!

Habitat for Wildlife
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Homeowners Landowners

e Habitat at Home® Booklet Managing Land in the Piedmont for Birds & Other Wildlife

¢ Habitat Gardening for Wildlife o Small PDF File (4.96 MB)

¢ DWR and the Chesapeake Conservation Landscaping Council © Large PDF File (34.9 MB)
invite you to learn “The 8 Essential Elements of Conservation * Bobwhite Quail: the Virginia Quail Recovery Initiative
Landscaping” and see examples of good landscape design at ¢ Wildlife Needs Young Forests (Timber Harvests Helps
the CCLC’s website. Wildlife)

* Plant Virginia Natives: Regional Native Plant Guides and ¢ Beyond the Bonfire: A Primer on Prescribed Fire for
Marketing Campaigns Virginia’s Private Landowners

* Landscape Choices Inspired by Nature ® Prescribed Fire Contractors

Schools

® Schoolyard Habitat Correlations to Virginia Science SOL and

Other Subject Area Content

¢ Components of a Good Schoolyard Habitat

* Grant Writing Tips & Web Sites
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Native Plants for Your Habitat at Home

There are so many plant lists “out there” that it can be confusing to know what to choose for your wildlife habitat. The list below is 2 sampling of native plant
species that benefit wildlife. You are bound to find other lists which do not include some of these species, or lists that contain species not on this one. Some
plant groups are too large to list more than just a representative sample, such as the oaks or the viburnums. The main points to remember:
* (Choose native species when possible or available; avoid invasive exotics (check species status at http://vaplantatlas.org).
* Ask for plants by their scientific name, because nursery plants can have all kinds of common names that may or may not mean the same thing.
Bring this list with you to the store.
* Use plant material that is “true” to the species type, if available, rather than a cultivar, in order to more closely approximate native plants growing
naturally in your community.
* Site the plant in the correct growing conditions. Start with a soil test to save yourself time and maoney (www.soiltest.vt.edu).

Common Name

Large Trees
Pignut Hickory
Commaon Persimmon
American Beech
American Holly [evergreen)
Black Walnut

Eastern Redcedar (evergreen)

Blackgum or Black Tupelo
White Pine (evergreen)
Loblolly Pine (evergreen)
Virginia Pine |evergreen)
Black Cherry

‘White Oak

Chestnut Oak

Morthern Red Oak

Sazsafras

Small Flowering Trees

Downy Serviceberry or
Shadblow

Paw-Paw

Fringe Tree

Flowering Dogwood
‘Witch Hazel
Shrubs

Commaon Alder

Scientific Name

Corya glabra
Diospyros virginiona
Fagus grondifolic
Nex americona
Juglans nigra

Jumiperus 'JJFgllﬁJﬂI"IE

Nysso sylvotico
Pinus strobus
Pinus toeda

Pinus wirgimiona
Prunus seroting
Quercus miba
Quercus primus
Quercus rubra
Sossafros olbidum

Amelonchier arborea

Asimina triloba

Chionanthus wirginicus

Comus florida

Haomamelis virginiano

Alnus serrulata

Basic Growing Requirements

Partial to full sun; well-drained

Full sun; wet to well-drained

Partial to full sun; moist to well-drained
Partial to full sun; moist to well-drained
Full sun; moist to well-drained

Full sun; well-drained to dry;
drought tolerant

Partial to full sun; wet to well-drained
Partial to full sun; moist to dry

Full sun; wet to mpist

Full sun; well-drained to dry;

Full sun; moist to well-drained

Partial to full sun; well-drained
Partial to full sun; well-drained

Full sun; well-drained

Partial to full-sun; moist to well-drained

Sun to partial shade; well drained, moist soil
Sun to shade; moist to saturated soil or

well-drained soil

Full sun to shade; wet to well-drained soil

Shade to partial sun; well-drained soil

Partial to full sun; moist to well drained

Sun to shade; high moisture |grows

Average Size
At Maturity

50-75ft.
35-60 ft.
50-100 ft.
2040 ft.
50-75ft.
30-50ft.

30-60 ft.
S0-80ft.
70-50 ft.
50-80 ft.
40-60 ft.
50-90 ft.
60-70 ft.
60-75 ft.
30-60 ft.

15-60ft.
15-20ft.

315t

15-30ft.
20-25 ft.

4-12 ft

& Ask Gemini

Consult the Native Plant Center (www.nativeplantcenter.net) for more detailed information about flowering times and fruit productivity.

Use by Wildlife

Fruit {nuts)

Fruit (fleshy)

Fruit {nuts); sap; buds
Fruit (red berries); cover
Fruit {nuts)

Fruit {blue berries); cover

Fruit (black berries)

Fruit {seeds); sap; cover
Fruit {seeds); sap; cover
Fruit (seeds); needles; cover
Fruit {red berries); sap

Fruit {acoms)

Fruit (acoms)

Fruit {acoms)

Fruit

Mectar (white flowers in long
racemes); fruit-red berries (birds)

Fruit {fleshy); leaves-host plant
for larvae of zebra swallowtail

Nectar-males have most flowers;
fruit-blue berries produced by
female (birds and mammals)

Fruit-red berries; leaves & twigs
Seeds; twigs

Catkins/ seeds
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Gardening & Plants for Wildlife

Virginia Native Pollinator Seed Packets
Virginia Plant Lists: Native Plants for Conservation,

Restoration and Landscaping

Booklet from USFWS: Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and

Conservation Landscaping

EPA Wild Ones Handbook: Landscaping with Native Plants

US Forest Service; Native Gardening with Wildflowers
NAPPC: “Selecting Plants for Pollinators” Eco-Region
Planning Guides

Piedmont Virginia Native Plant Database

Native Alternatives to Invasive Plants
Proceedings and Presentations — Habitat Conservation

Forum

Water Features

Providing Water in Your Habitat

Virginia is for Frogs
Build a Frog Pond

Providing Shelter

* Brush Piles for Wildlife

* Make a Bird House

Wildlife Around Us

¢ Safe Bird Feeding

¢ When Wildlife Overstays Its Welcome

* Feeding Wildlife: Food for Thought

4 Ask Gemini = (] >

* & 0
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NOW AVAILABLE: Purchase native plants online from Garden for Wildlife Inc.,

with delivery right to your doorstep anywhere in the continental U.S.

Shop Now

LEARN MORE REGISTER LOGIN Q SET LOCATION

¥ L -}

ge Native Plant Finder FIND NATIVE PLANTS  FIND BUTTERFLIES MY LIST

Justin Meissen

Specify Your Location

To get results specific to your area, please specify your location by providing a valid U.S. zip code.
Click the button below to set your location now!

Set Location ©




Y Native Plant Databases - Hom

X Native Plants (By Zip Code) - N X + & Ask Gemini - (] X
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3¢ Native Plant Finder

Justin Maissen

[ %3

€© Native Plants (By Zip Code)

W Discover native plants, ranked by the number of butterfly and moth species that use them as host plants for their caterpillars.

s FLOWERS AND GRASSES

_ - <% SAVE

goldenrod aster strawberry sunflower
Solidago Aster Fragaria Helianthus
Asterales Asterales Rosales

Asterales

0o

joe-pye weed, thoroughwort, do ...

violet

hibiscus, rosemallow bulb panic grass, maidencane, ...

v
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VIEW
ALL

¢, TREES AND SHRUBS

oak beach plum, cherry, chokecherr ... birch willow
Quercus Prunus Betula Salix
Fagales Rosales Fagales Salicales

maple, boxelder crabapple, apple aspen, cottonwood, poplar cranberry, blueberry
Acer Malus Populus Vaccinium
Sapindales Rosales Salicales Enicales

VIEW

ALL
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Shop Audubon Magazine Espafiol

M
P aP)
u u O| i Our Work - AboutUs - Explore Birds - Get Involved - Membership & Glving Q © Near Me Donate

NATIVE PLANTS DATABASE

Find Bird-
Friendly Native
Plants

Whether you're planting in your yard, on a windowsill, or in a public
space, you can help create more bird-friendly habitats with native
plants. Find the best plants for your area (and where to get them).

= Zip " ' 2
‘ Find Plants .

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.
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Audubon

SEARCH & FILTERS

 Location 22936 [ Change |

Plant name

Search by name

Plant Type
Annuals/Per. Evergreen Grasses
Shrubs Succulents Trees Vines
May Attract
Cardinals & Grosbeaks Chickadees & Titmice

Crows & Jays Finches Hummingbirds

Mockingbirds & Thrashers Nuthatches

Orioles Sparrows Thrushes Vireos

Waxwings Wood Warblers

Woodpeckers Wrens

Plant Resources

Butterflies Caterpillars Fruit

Native plants - Best results pac

a

X

+

25 https:y//www.audubon.org/native-plants/best-results?zipcode=22936

Our Work

Showing 132 resuits

SHRUBS / TREES

Allegheny Service-Berry

Amelanchier laevis

<y <Q

MAY ATTRACT

Sparrows, Woodpeckers, Vireos,
Cardinals & Grosbeaks, Thrushes...

PROVIDES
Butterflies, Caterpillars, Fruit

Wheara Tn Ruv

About Us

Explore Birds - Get Involved

SHRUBS / TREES

Alternate-Leaf Dogwood

Cornus alternifolia

A

MAY ATTRACT

Crows & Jays, Thrushes, Vireos, Sparrows,
Wrens...

PROVIDES
Butterflies, Caterpiilars, Fruit

Whara Tn Ruv

Membership & Giving

& Ask Gemini

A * ¢

TREES

American Basswood
Tilia americana

N

MAY ATTRACT

Finches, Sparrows, Nuthatches,
Chickadees & Titmice, Crows & Jays...

PROVIDES
Butterflies, Caterpillars, Fruit, Nuts

s PV

o (onerme) CEED
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NEWS EVENTS CONTACT | DONATE ‘ Q ’SelectLanguage

/ ALLIANCE

for the Chesapeake Bay What We Do v Who We Are Vv Get Involved v Resources Vv

WELCOME TO THE NATIVE PLANT
CENTER

VIEW ALL PLANTS

Photo courtesy of the Chesspeake Bay Program

X SEARCH FOR PLANTS

\/IF\N Pl ANTS RY TYPF
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NEWS EVENTS CONTACT DONATE ‘ Q ’ Select Language v

ALLIANCE

for the Chesapeake Bay What We Do v Who We Are Vv Get Involved v Resources Vv

VIEW PLANTS BY TYPE

Q ¥ o Z @
REGION PLANT TYPE SUN EXPOSURE SOIL TEXTURE SOIL MOISTURE

SHOW MORE FILTERS =

VIEW PLANTS

WHY NATIVE PLANTS
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NEWS EVENTS CONTACT | DONATE ‘ Q ‘SelectLanguage v

ALLIANCE

for the Chesapeake Bay What We Do Vv Who We Are v Get Involved W Resources v

VIEW PLANTS BY TYPE
Q N o Z ¢

REGION ~ PLANT TYPE ~ SUN EXPOSURE ~ SOIL TEXTURE ~ SOIL MOISTURE ~
] Coastal Plain [J Emergent [ Full Sun [ Clay [ Dry
[J Mountain Herbaceous (Can [J Partial Sun [ Loamy [J Flooded
[J Piedmont grow with roots in [J Shade [J Sandy [ Moist
water) J wet
L] Fern

[J Grass/Grasslike
[J Herbaceous
[J Low Shrub
. [J Medium Shrub

[J Small/Medium
Tree (Understory)
[J Tall Shrub
[ Tall Tree

(Canopy)
[ Vine
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Select Language -

NEWS EVENTS  CONTACT | DONATE ‘ Q

ALLIANCE

for the Chesapeake Bay What We Do v Who We Are v Get Involved Resources w

Home / Native Plant Center / Plants

PLANT SEARCH RESULTS sty ¢ | SEARCHPLANTS

332 PLANTS FOUND Search Plants Q

Region: Piedmont VIEW PLANTS BY TYPE

REGION -
[J Coastal Plain
[J Mountain
Piedmont

PLANT TYPE

ACER NEGUNDO ACER RUBRUM ACER

box elder, ash leaf red maple, scarlet SACCHARINUM SUN EXPOSURE

maple, Manitoba maple, swamp silver maple, white

maple maple, soft maple maple, river maple, SOIL TEXTURE

-



BUT WHAT DO |
WANT
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| WANT SHADE

OAKS

HICKORYS
AMERICAN BEECH
MAPLES

BLACK WALNUT
HACKBERRY
SWEET GUM




